
Thought for the Day John 10:22-30 

The fourth Sunday of Easter is known as Vocations Sunday, or Good 

Shepherd Sunday. It’s a good time to reflect on what we are doing and 

how we are living our lives as Christians and to try to discern if God is 

calling us in a new way. 

So often we get caught up in the things we ‘usually do’, the familiar and 

regular patterns of worship, prayer and action.  How often do we inspect 

ourselves and ponder on what God is telling us and teaching us?  We 

love the familiar and we don’t like change, so why would we seek out 

change if we feel spiritually nourished?  Well God has a funny way of 

interfering in our lives and nudging us when we least expect it.  And if we 

are not careful, we can miss what he is saying or ignore where he is 

leading us. 

My own experience of this is that God will catch up with you in the end. 

From singing in the choir, through sidesperson, warden, committee 

member, chair of executive group, Reader, God has been calling me for 

years. At times I was too busy to stop and listen.  At other times maybe I 

wanted to rush ahead.  And then there was ‘doing this will be enough’, 

but God had other ideas.  He never gave up and now here I am a fully-

fledged priest.  I feel blessed and I no longer feel that restlessness or 

‘nagging’.   

Even when we feel that we are where God wants us to be, doing what 

he wants us to do, we must never be complacent.  We are always 

growing in our faith if we let God guide us and lead us. 

In this chapter of the gospel according to St. John, Jesus calls himself 

the good shepherd. He says that the one who enters by the gate into the 

sheepfold is the shepherd of the sheep. The shepherd calls the sheep 

and the sheep recognise his voice and come to him.  Jesus uses the 

imagery of sheep and shepherd because the people will understand it. 

It is important for us to understand how shepherds worked with their 

sheep in Biblical times.  Unlike now when we have sheepdogs, or four 

by fours herding the sheep from behind, driving them forward, then the 

shepherd led the sheep from the front.  Wherever the shepherd went the 

sheep followed.  

Jesus describes the good shepherd as the one who lays down their life 

for the sheep.  The shepherd does not run away when the wolf comes 

prowling around but stays and defends the sheep, keeps them calm and 



on the right path.  We can see that this describes what Jesus will do.  He 

lays down his life for us.  His hearers at the time would not know that his 

path leads to death and resurrection.  So he tells them that he lays down 

his life to take it up again.  He also tells them he lays it down of his own 

accord. That there is no-one that can take his life, because he feely 

gives it.  

All this gives us the context of the passage for Vocations Sunday.  We 

hear that the Jews keep asking Jesus if he is the Messiah.  They want 

him to spell it out for them.  Jesus reminds them that he has told them 

but they don’t believe him.  Have they chosen not to believe him?  Are 

they asking because they simply haven’t listened before?  Jesus tells 

them plainly, “…you do not believe, because you do not belong to my 

sheep.”  It doesn’t matter how many times Jesus tells them they just 

don’t see it.  When he restores the sight of the blind man, they don’t see 

the miracle, they simply see that he has worked on the Sabbath. 

Jesus says, “My sheep hear my voice.”  Jesus tells us that everyone 

who hears his voice belongs to him.  What wonderful words of 

encouragement.  We don’t have to earn it.  We don’t have to get 

everything right, we don’t have to have a prescribed religious 

experience. We have an abundant life because we belong to God.  

Everything depends on God, not on our human wants or weaknesses.  

Nobody can snatch us away from Jesus, like a wolf tries to steal a 

sheep. 

Of course this abundance doesn’t necessarily mean a long life, a 

wealthy life or one where we are granted high status – all human drivers.  

The abundant life we have in Jesus is a life filled with his love, a love 

that overflows to others.  It is an eternal life because it comes from God 

who is eternal. 

Jesus is the Good Shepherd. On this Vocations Sunday let us ask 

ourselves ‘am I a good sheep?’  Am I listening to God, have I given 

myself over to him, am I following him?  If we really listen to Jesus, it’s 

truly amazing where he leads us.  

 

 


